Daucus carota Linn., a herb belonging to the Umbelliferae family, has been reported to possess antifertility activity (Chaudhury, 1966 tested for antifertility activity in female albino rats according to the method described earlier (Garg & Garg, 1971b) which would detect any anti-zygotic, blastocystotoxic, anti-implantation or early abortifacient activity. The only parameter which would not be detected by this method would be its potential anti-ovulatory activity. Table 1 shows that pregnancy was inhibited by the chloroform and methanol fractions of the petroleum ether extract, the chloroform + methanol (9 :1 v/v) fraction of the alcoholic extract and the chloroform and ethyl acetate fractions of the aqueous extract. None of the young born to treated mothers showed any abnormalities up to the age of 1 month.
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